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The Emotion Detector of 2030 

 

Few scientific discoveries of recent decades have had as wide a social impact as 

that of the Emotion Detector, first officially licensed for human use in 2030.  

Initial world-rocking waves were felt when scientists began testing the Detector on 

animals, in 2028. At first it required applying electrodes to the head, not always 

simple or practical, but it wasn’t long before technology developed to allow the 

straight forward passing of a quantum wand within 20 centimetres of an animal’s 

brain, to achieve accurate readings. Indisputable proof of intense emotion very 

similar to that felt by humans quickly followed and vindicated the fast growth of the 

vegan movement. The horrors of factory farming were no longer to be denied. 

Millennia of arrogant human abuse of their fellow earthly creatures simply had to be 

addressed. 

Then there were the medical uses: people in apparently vegetative states in 

hospitals could now be tested for having a ‘locked in’ emotional life, thus making very 

difficult decisions regarding the continuation of life support much easier and allowing 

assessment of the success of various treatment options. Emotional disability and 

autistic spectrum problems became much easier to pick up and assess. The degree 

of pain and suffering experienced by patients could be better understood.  

The ramifications for the legal system were immense. The Emotion Detector 

provided an excellent additional tool for potential lie detection. It also allowed for the 

detection of a pathological inability to feel remorse. The progress of prisoners on 

rehabilitation programs could be more accurately assessed. Witnesses’ testimony 

could potentially be given additional or lesser weight. But results must be carefully 

studied and scrutinised. As we have learned - people are complex.  

In politics, those representatives who refused to be scanned while debating or 

discussing issues of import, risked losing respect and credibility. Those who set out 

to defraud or break the rules had a new form of judgement to fear. 

The issue of racial equality has received a big helping hand, (though there is still a 

way to go!) There is now indubitable proof that all races share the same set of 

emotions and feel the same fears and motivators. No colour or creed is lesser in this 

respect than another. Those at war with each other are made of the same emotional 

fabric, as are those of different religions. 



So what are the main issues we wrestle with today, in 2050, in relation to Emotion 

Detection? - Human rights, of course. Who has the right to own and use an Emotion 

Detector? Who has the right to refuse to be scanned? Who has a right to store and 

use the data provided by emotion detection?  

Then there is human acting ability. Some individuals, though rare, are such 

accomplished actors they can suppress their true emotions and replace them 

temporarily with others.  

Twenty-first century social change has been a real roller coaster ride, but despite the 

complexities, the Emotion Detector has largely been a tremendous force for good.  
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